
¿De dónde es usted?
Lesson 03
Programme Notes

Welcome to Coffee Break Spanish, the new 
podcast aimed at learners of Spanish. In Coffee 
Break Spanish weÕll be guiding you through the 
beginnings of the Spanish language and helping 
you learn the basics of Spanish.

We learned how to introduce ourselves in lesson 
02. ItÕs now time to learn a bit more about 
names and about saying where youÕre from.

Names

In the last programme we learned the phrase for 
Òmy name is...Ó:

me llamo...
my name is...

YouÕll probably be able to work out that me llamo 
doesnÕt literally mean Òmy name isÓ. In fact, to 
say Òmy name isÓ literally you would say mi 
nombre es... but it is more normal to say ÒI call 
myself Ó, me llamo.

In Spanish there are two words for ÒyouÓ. If 
youÕre speaking to a friend or to someone who is 
younger than you then you would use the form:

tú
you (informal)

WeÕve already come across this form in phrases 
like ¿y tú? so you should be familiar with it. It is 
used in informal situations, normally where you 
know the person well.

The other form of ÒyouÓ in Spanish is:

usted
you (formal)

This form is used when you want to show respect 
to the person youÕre speaking to. ItÕs almost 
always used when young people are speaking to 
older people. The word comes from the archaic 
form vuestra majestad, literally meaning Òyour 
majestyÓ, and is often abbreviated as Ud. or Vd. 
in the written form.

You should be aware that the use of tú and usted 
varies depending on which Spanish-speaking 
area youÕre familiar with. Without wishing to 
confuse you even more, thereÕs another form, vos, 
which is used in some South and Central 
American countries. However, youÕll always be 
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understood if you use tú or usted. Remember that 
native speakers will be delighted to hear you 
speaking Spanish and wonÕt be offended if  you 
make a mistake by using the wrong form.

Given that there are two words for ÒyouÓ, there 
are also two forms for most direct questions in 
Spanish. To ask someone their name in the tú 
form, use:

¿cómo te llamas?
what is your name (informal)

Just as me llamo actually means ÒI call myself Ó, 
cómo te llamas literally means Òhow do you call 
yourself ?Ó Note here that the word te means 
Òyourself Ó: weÕll be coming back to this in future 
lessons.

To ask someone their name in the usted form, you 
say:

¿cómo se llama usted?
what is your name? (formal)

Again, this literally means Òhow do you call 
yourself ?Ó and uses a different form of the verb, 
llama (instead of llamas) and a different pronoun 
(se instead of te).

Have a look at these conversations to see the 
different forms being used.

Mark: 
 Buenos días.

Kara:
 Hola. Me llamo Kara. ¿Cómo te 
llamas?

Mark:	 Me llamo Mark.

Kara:	 Encantada.

Pablo: 	 Buenas tardes.

Raquel:
 Buenas tardes. ¿Cómo se llama 
usted?

Pablo:
 Me llamo Pablo García Sánchez. 
¿Y usted?

Raquel:
 Me llamo Raquel Lorca 
González.

Pablo:	 Mucho gusto.

Raquel:	 Encantada.

Cultural note: In many Spanish-speaking 
countries people have two surnames, apellidos. 
The Þrst apellido  is the Þrst surname of the 
personÕs father, and the second apellido is the Þrst 
surname of the personÕs mother. So in our 
example above, if  Pablo and Raquel got married 
and had a child called Juan, his full name would 
be Juan Garc’a Lorca.

Where are you from?

Moving on, weÕre going to be learning how to 
ask someone where they are from. Again, there 
are two forms of this question:

¿de dónde eres?
where are you from? (informal)

¿de dónde es usted?
where are you from? (formal)

Both forms use the same construction: de means 
ÒfromÓ or ÒofÓ; dónde means ÒwhereÓ; and eres or 
es usted means Òare youÓ, so the full sentence 
means something like Òfrom where are you?Ó

To answer the question you use the phrase:

soy de...
I am from...

You can then add in the appropriate name of the 
country, or indeed the town:

soy de Escocia
I am from Scotland

soy de los Estados Unidos
I am from the USA

soy de Inglaterra
I am from England

soy de Irlanda
I am from Ireland

soy de Francia
I am from France

The soy de never changes - it means ÒI am fromÓ. 
You may be wondering why there are three 
words in the English version of that phrase and 
only two in the Spanish version. In this respect 
Spanish is Ògood valueÓ - the word soy means ÒI 
amÓ, just as eres means Òyou areÓ. DonÕt worry 
too much about this just now, but weÕll be 
coming back to it in future lessons.

WeÕll provide more countries in our bonus 
vocabulary section below, and if your country 
isnÕt listed, then contact us on the forums or by 
posting a comment on the blog at 
www.coffeebreakspanish.com. 
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One other word covered in our lesson which will 
help you develop your range of expression is the 
word for ÒalsoÓ:

también
also, too

Look at how también is used in this conversation:

Mark: 
 Hola, ¿qué tal?

Kara:
 Muy bien, gracias. ¿Qué tal?

Mark:
 Bien, bien. ¿Cómo te llamas?

Kara:
 Me llamo Kara. Y tú, ¿cómo te 
llamas?

Mark:	 Me llamo Mark.

Kara:
 ¿De dónde eres, Mark?

Mark:
 Soy de Escocia. ¿De dónde eres?

Kara:
 ¡Soy de Escocia también!

WeÕve covered a fair bit of grammar in todayÕs 
lesson: donÕt let this worry you. Indeed, if you 
just learn the phrases then youÕll be able to get by 
without any problems. We know that some of 
you are particularly keen to know not just how 
you say something, but why something means 
what it means. The grammar explanations are 
for you, and we believe that knowing how the 
Spanish language works will make learning 
easier in the long run.

Bonus vocabulary

In each edition of Coffee Break Spanish we 
cover the basic language you need to 
communicate. However we also provide some 
additional vocabulary for our listeners who 
download the extra materials. You can download 
the bonus vocabulary recording from our 
website. 

CoffeeBreakSpanish: Lesson 03 - Key Vocabulary
¿y tú? and you? (informal)

¿y usted? and you? (formal)

¿cómo te llamas? what is your name? (informal)

¿cómo se llama usted? what is your name? (formal)

¿de dónde eres? where are you from? (informal)

¿de dónde es usted? where are you from? (formal)

soy de... I’m from...

...Escocia ...Scotland

...España ...Spain

también also, too

Los Estados Unidos the United States

Inglaterra England

Australia Australia

Irlanda Ireland

Francia France
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CoffeeBreakSpanish: Lesson 03 - Bonus Vocabulary
soy de Madrid I’m from Madrid

soy de Londres I’m from London

Alemania Germany

Japón Japan

Canadá Canada

Nueva Zelanda New Zealand

los Paises Bajos Netherlands

Gales / País de Gales Wales

Italia Italy

Portugal Portugal

China China

Suiza Switzerland

If  your country doesnÕt appear in this list, then get in touch at www.coffeebreakspanish.com and weÕll 
help you out!
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