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In this edition:
the different
forms of “you”;
saying where
you’re from;
asking people
where they’re

from; countries;

using the word
“also”

Lesso

03

WINGtes

¢cDe donde es usted?

Lesson 03

Programme Notes

Welcometo Coffee Break Spanish, theew
podcast aime a learners of Spanish. In Cdée
Break Spanish el be guiding yu through the
beginnings ofthe Spanish languagend hdping
you learn the basics ofSpanish.

We learned how to introduceourséves in lesson
02. 1t® nav timeto learn a bit moe about
names and about séng where you@e from.

In the last ppgrammewe learned the phrasefor
Ony nameis..O:

me llamo...
my name is...

You® probaby beabe to work out tha me llamo
doesriliterally mean Ory nameisO. In fact, to
say Ony nameisO liteally you would sg m:
nombre es... but it is moe normal to sg Ol call
myséf O me llamo.

In Spanish thee are two words br OpuO. If
you@® speking to a friad or to somenewho is
younge than you then you would usethe form:

ta
you (informal)

WeQe already comeacioss thisdrm in phrase
like sy t? so yu should bdamiliar with it. It is
useal in informal situgions normally where you
know theperson vell.

The othe form of OpuO in Spanish is:

usted
you (formal)

This brm is usd when you want to she respect
to the person yu@e speking to 1t@ almost
always usd when young p@pleare spaking to
older people Theword comes flom thearchaic
form vuestra majestad, literally meaning Ogur
majestyO, and is ofieatbreviated asUd. or Vd.
in the written form.

You should bewatre that the useof «# andusted
varies dgending on vwhich Spanishspeaking
area you@e familiar with. Without wishing to
confuseyou even more, there® anothe form, zos,
which is usd in someSouth and Catral
American countris However, you always be



undestood ifyou usey or usted. Remember that
native spake's will beddighted to her you
spaking Spanish andan®be offended if you
makea mistakeby using thevrong brm.

Given that there are two words br OpuO, thee
are also tvo forms br most diect questions in
Spanish. © ask sonmanethedr namein the
form, use

¢como te llamas?
what is your name (informal)

Just asne llamo actually mans Ol call gsédf O,
cémo te llamas literally means Ohw do you call
yourséf 20 Notdere that the word # means
Oypursdf O: ved be coming back to this in futar
lessons

To ask sommnethdr namein theusted form, you
sy
¢como se llama usted?
what is your name? (formal)
Again, this liteally means Ohe do you call
yoursdf ?0 and usea diferent form of the verb,

llama (insted of llamas) and a diferent pronoun
(se instead of ze).

Have a look & theseconversdions to sethe
different forms béng usel.

Mark: Buenos dias.
Kara: Hola. Me llamo Kara. ;Cémo te
llamas?

Mark: Me llamo Mark.

Kara: Encantada.

Pablo:  Buenas tardes.

Raquel: Buenas tardes. ;Como se llama
usted?

Pablo:  Me llamo Pablo Garcia Sanchez.
¢ Y usted?

Raquel: Me llamo Raquel Lorca
Gonzalez.

Pablo:  Mucho gusto.

Raquel: Encantada.

Cultural note: In many Spanistspeaking
countries p@ple have two sunames apellidos.
The Prstapellido is thebPrst sunameof the
persor® faher, and theseondapellido is thebrst
sumameof the persor® mothe. So in our
exampleabove, if Pablo and Raquégot maried
and had a hild callel uan, his full namavould
be ian Garc'a Lorca.

Where are you from?

Moving on, ve@e going to bdearning hav to
ask somenewhere they are from. Again, thee
are two forms ofthis quetion:

¢de doénde eres?
where are you from? (informal)

¢de doénde es usted?
where are you from? (formal)
Both forms usdhe sameconstructionZe means
OfomO or O@¥:dsnde means OvereO; andvres or

es usted means OaryouO, so thull setence
means somihing likeOfom where are you?O

To answer the question Yu usethe phrase

soy de...
| am from...

You can the add in theappropriate nameof the
country, or indeed the town:

soy de Escocia
| am from Scotland

soy de los Estados Unidos
| am from the USA

soy de Inglaterra
| am from England

soy de Irlanda
| am from Ireland

soy de Francia
| am from France

Thesoy de never changes -it means Ol am éGmO.
You may bewondeing why there are three
words in theEndish \ersion ofthat phraseand
only two in theSpanish &rsion. In this espest
Spanish is Ogoodlugd the word soy means Ol
amO, just ags means Oyu arO. Do®worry
too much about this just ne but wed be
coming back to it in futwlessons

Wed provide more countries in our bois
vocahulary setion bdow, and if your country
isrdlisted, then contact us on théorums or ly
posting a comnmd on theblog &
wwwcoffeebreakspanish.com



http://www.coffeebreakspanish.com
http://www.coffeebreakspanish.com

One otha word covered in our lesson vaich will
help you develop your rangeof expression is the
word for OalsoO:

también

also, too

Look & how también is usd in this conersdion:

Mark: Hola, ¢qué tal?

Kara: Muy bien, gracias. ;Qué tal?

Mark: Bien, bien. ;Como te llamas?

Kara: Me llamo Kara. Y tu, cémo te
llamas?

Mark: Me llamo Mark.

Kara: ¢De donde eres, Mark?

Mark: Soy de Escocia. jDe donde eres?

Kara: jSoy de Escocia también!

Wele covered a fair bit ofgrammar in todg&
lesson: dolet this worry you. Indeed, if you
just learn the phrase then youd be ale to get by
without ary problems We know tha someof
you ate particulaty keen to knaw not just hav
you s§ somehing, but wizy somehing means
what it means The grammar plandions ae
for you, and ve bdieve that knowing how the
Spanish languageorks will makdearning
easie in thelong run.

Bonus vocabulary

In each edition of Coffee Break Spanish &
cover the basic languaggou ned to
comrunicae. However we also povide some
additional wcahulary for our list@ers who
download theextra maerials You can devnload
the bornus ocahulary recording from our
website

CoffeeBreakSpanish: Lesson 03 - Key Vocabulary

y ta?

and you? (informal)

¢y usted?

and you? (formal)

;como te llamas?

what is your name? (informal)

¢como se llama usted?

what is your name? (formal)

¢de dénde eres?

where are you from? (informal)

¢;de doénde es usted?

where are you from? (formal)

soy de... I'm from...
...Escocia ...Scotland
...Espana ...Spain
también also, too

Los Estados Unidos

the United States

Inglaterra England
Australia Australia
Irlanda Ireland
Francia France




CoffeeBreakSpanish: Lesson 03 - Bonus Vocabulary

soy de Madrid

I’'m from Madrid

soy de Londres

I’m from London

Alemania Germany
Japoén Japan
Canada Canada

Nueva Zelanda

New Zealand

los Paises Bajos Netherlands
Gales / Pais de Gales Wales

ltalia Italy
Portugal Portugal
China China
Suiza Switzerland

If your country doesrDappear in this list, the ge in touch a wwwecoffeebreakspanish.corand wed

help you out!
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